Advanced laryngeal cancer: a management perspective.
A retrospective study of 197 T3 and T4 squamous cell carcinomas of the larynx presenting between 1969 and 1978 has been undertaken. These patients have in the main been treated by primary radiotherapy with back-up salvage surgery. The aim of the study was to examine survival, and to try to identify reasons for failure of control. Various prognostic factors have been analysed and are discussed. Overall 5-year survival was 53 per cent but patients with nodal disease responded poorly. Subglottic tumours have a better survival than usually reported. Failure to pick up recurrence was the main problem, and in particular a persistently fixed cord carried a very poor prognosis if laryngectomy was delayed.